Z2lp o)

ARGUMENT AGAINST PROPOSITION

Ballot Argument for NO on 26. starting below:

Should polluters be proteéted from paying to clean up the damage they do?

Should taxpayers foot the bill instead?

The answer is NO, and that’s why voters should reject Proposition 26, the Polluter Protection

Act.

Who put Prop. 26 on the ballot? Oil, tobacco, and alcohol companies provided virtually all the

funding for this measure, including Chevron, Exxon Mobil, and Phillip Morris.

Their goal: to shift the burden of paying for the damage these companies have done onto the

taxpayers.

How does-this work? Prop. 26 redefines payments for harm to the environment or public health

as tax increases, requiring a 2/3 vote for passage.

Such payments, or pollution fees on public nuisances, would become much harder to enact—
leaving taxpayers to foot the bill. California has enough problems without forcing taxpayers to

pay for cleaning up after polluting corporations.
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Companies that pollute, harm the public health, or create a public nuisance should be required to

pay to cover the damage they cause.

But the big oil, tobacco, and alcohol corporations want you, the taxpayer, to pay for cleaning up
their messes. That’s why these corporations wrote Proposition 26 behind closed doors, with zero

public input, and why they put up millions of dollars to get Proposition 26 on the ballot.

Proposition 26 is just another attempt by corporations to protect themselves at the expense of
ordinary citizens. The problem isn’t taxes “hidden” as fees; it’s the oil and tobacco companies

hiding their true motives:

Polluters don't want to pay fees used to clean up hazardous waste.

e il companies don't want to pay fees used for cleaning up oil spills and fighting air
pollution.

o Tobacco companies don't want to pay fees used for addressing the adverse health effects
of tobacco products.

o Alcohol companies don't want to pay fees used for police protection in neighborhoods

and programs to prevent underage drinking.

One of the so-called “hidden taxes” identified by the Proposition 26 campaign is a fee that oil
companies pay in order to cover the cost of oil spill clean-up, like the one in the Gulf. The oil

companies should be responsible for the mess they create, not the taxpayers.
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Proposition 26 will harm local public safety and health, by requiring expensive litigation and
endless elections in order for local government to provide basic services. Fees on those who do

harm should cover such costs as policing public nuisances or repairing damaged roads.

The funds raised by these fees are used by state and local governments for essential programs
like fighting air pollution, cleaning up environmental disasters and monitoring hazardous waste.

They require corporations such as tobacco companies to pay for the harm they cause.
If Proposition 26 passes, these costs would have to be paid for by the taxpayers.

DON’T PROTECT POLLUTERS. Join California Professional Firefighters, California
Federation of Teachers, California League of Conservation Voters, California Nurses
Association, Consumer Federation of California, and California Alliance for Retired Americans,

and vote NO on 26.

www.stoppolluterprotection.com

Signers:

Janis R. Hirohama, President, League of Women Voters of California

Jane Warner, President, American Lung Association in California

Bill Magavern, Director, Sierra Club California
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